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Calendar of Events

March 4 Sierra Club Program “Creating a

Butterfly Garden in Your Backyard” with Deborah
Judson-Ebbets. Deborah is an organic gardener and
herbalist who will give helpful hints on landscaping your
yard.  7:00 p.m. St. Mark Lutheran Church

March 14 Sierra Club Vision Forum

A stimulating discussion of strategies for building a
sustainable community. 1:30 p.m. Main Library on
Market Street in CharlottesvillgdSee following article.)

April 28 Annual Wildflower Walk

Join us for our fourth annual wildflower walk at
beautiful White Rock Falls on the Blue Ridge Parkway.
This will be about 4 miles of mostly moderate terrain,
with a couple of steep sections. 9:00 a.m. Bring bug
repellent, water, and lunch. Call Allie at 295-1395 to
reserve a place.

A
Sponsored by the Piedmont Group of the Sierra Club

Climate change, wars, economic meltdown,
government-promoted injustices - these are just a few of
the things that worry us today and leave us wondering
whether future generations will be able to live rewarding
lives. We know that if we want our children to live in a
better world, including one full of sustainable and just
communities, we need to know the characteristics of
these better places.

The aim of this forum is to foster a public
discussion of the requirements for a sustainable and just
community in our area. If sufficient public interest is
shown, we may hold additional forums, perhaps
culminating in development of a new vision statement
for our community. The Sierra Club hopes to build on
the results of previous visioning and sustainability
efforts.

We are asking speakers to imagine our
community fifty years hence. They will explain why
their subjects are important to the accomplishment of
sustainability and how their topics can be realized in a
sustainable community. We are interested in possible

conflicts between different components of a sustainable
community and how they can be resolved. Each
presenter will identify justice and equity issues
connected to their subjects.

Scheduled topics and speakers are: Visioning
Exercises ( James F. King ), Population Growth (Jack
Marshall), Steady-State Economies (Dave Shreve),
Justice and Equity (Rev. Ralph E. Brown ), Energy (Al
Weed), Transportation (Peter Kleeman), Local Food
Supply (Dawn Story) and Ecosystems ( Tom Olivier).

This program will include two discussion
periods between the audience and speakers. Comment
forms will be provided to attendees so they can offer
ideas on possible future visioning exercises. We hope to
have the forum recorded on video or some other
medium.

Please join us and help create a better future for
our community!

1:30-4:30 PM, Saturday 14 March, 2009

Mclintire Room, Jefferson-Madison Regional Library
Contact: Tom Oliviertplivier@starband.netel. 434-
831-2408)

Sierra Club hikers enjoy a beautiful morning on &tsitory
Mountain in Charlottesville on February 7.



Piedmont Group of the Sierra Club
Environmental Agenda for 2009

"Better Piedmont communities through respect for the environnién

Climate Protection/Air Quality - Foster local government commitments to climate and air qualitygtiamigorograms
(including U.S. Mayors' Climate Protection Agreement & "Cool Countiestiucgte the public regarding steps
individuals can take to reduce their carbon footprint. Examine and reportaofiatatthe new air monitoring station in
Albemarle County.

Energy - Promote energy conservation and efficiency, renewable sources of andngcycling. Oppose new regional
nuclear power plants (North Anna) and coal-fueled power plants (Wise & Sounties). Educate the public about
carbon pricing and renewable portfolio standards for utilities.

Transportation - Encourage alternatives to the single-rider automobile (walking,lbgy@ar pooling, public transit).
Support the expansion of bus and train service. Oppose new roads such aeditve Meeek Parkway and Eastern
Connector that will intersect public parks. Lobby for public walkinggr&ipedestrian crosswalks on major roads.
Encourage the transfer of public funds from expensive road building pr@euotsré sustainable forms of transportation.

Growth/Sprawl| - Support study of limits to human population growth (including ASAP study of optirastaisable
population size). Support land use planning tools that protect open spaceedir{inclustering of residential development
in rural areas).

Water Resources Protect our local drinking water supply. Advocate for a study of resterdtadging of the Rivanna
Reservoir. Support stream buffering. Oppose factory farming (confinetiddkeraising), a major cause of water
pollution.

Biological Resources Preserve native species and ecosystems. Seek local governmenticetofhiological resource
conservation areas and establishment of protection programs (inchadisgrvation easements). Oppose the use of
pesticides in the Shenandoah National Park.

Agriculture - Encourage sustainable production of healthful foods (including orgagmdcidure). Educate the public on
the true costs of foods. Promote direct marketing of local agrialiproducts. Support preservation of farmland in the
Piedmont. Oppose policies that discriminate against small farmers.

Education/Activism - Promote understanding of sustainable lifestyles. Foster skillftiipation by members and other
environmentalists in local government decision-making processes atimists about important environmental issues as
they come before government decision makers. Organize outings to natasal ar

Environmental Justice - Advocate for equitable treatment of all people in environmentalidegisaking. Support
creation of affordable housing.

Healthy Communities - Support the use of integrated pest management (IPM) in public and pridiegs.
Discourage unnecessary use of pesticides & encourage organic solutipestfcontrol. Encourage independent
environmental studies of artificial turf prior to installation on arbéetit fields. Encourage environmentally friendly
lawn care through the use of natural fertilizers, composting, self-mglchbwers, etc.

Get involved! Join the Piedmont Group email list and receive weekly updates on events/@odmeental issues. To
subscribe simply go to our website and click on “Join the Piedmont Group’s elvail lis
http://virginia.sierraclub.org/piedmont/




